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A Sermon For The Uniting 
Conference of 

The united Methodist Church 
By Alben C. Outler 

0At.LAS, ToXAs, 23 APrut., 1968 

Far~s :1nd Brethren .in.d Sister~ in Chrisi;: 
Here we are this rooming, gathered to

gether from ovc:r the woc-ld ,1_nd from ill 
$Orts and conditions of mm-tO celebrate a 
birthday, o-ur birthday as The United Meth
odiu: Churelt. ln just :1 few moment, Jl()W, 

1>1,:. shall join in a ceremony symbofu:ing 
om 11,ew eoven111t of l;lfU ty and n'l1;1tuU 
gro'llfth ,ot,rct-her. 11,e avra of every nc,v
bom thing is an aur_a. of hope. And so it is 
with w uxb.y. Wt< sn.t1d here Oil~ thrcdi.old. 
A ~ bnriz..on lOOllU ahead. 

In some ears, it m,.y ,ou.rul £a.ntastlc to 
relate this ..uy to the nr$t Pcruccott re
cQrded in Acts 2-whll with. no i:ushing 
mighty wind, no tongues of .fire, no glos-
10Wi:l, uc:. But iicmaUy, the bnjng me:in~ 
ing of tlN,t Pentecort was iu ~ing the 
way for othtts to follow :a.fttr. • 

And while the day of Pentecost was 
gttting <>n, they- [the diKipl~] iff«' 
:all together with one ;iccord in one 
place. . . . And they were 611«1 "ffitb 
the Holy Spirit . . . :i:nd bc~n to spQk 
.. , u tlie Spirit gav.e them the power 
of utterance .. , about the gr«r ~di 
of God .... 

This .is, of cogne, an al>ridgemc!nt qf che 
longu a.,xc, with the nucveu: omitt-ed uid 
also those two biti of l~l ~lor dw. still 
intrigue me: the mie w~ Pettt <k~ dnt 
the disciples arc drunk because it wu too 
early in the moroing ( about rhe nJ.m: timll 
of <by as m,w!) ; :md that other one abwt 
the l,000 nc:w ~& ~dtd in one day. 
What a {tU$tr.1tion it must h.t\'t! been for 
Peter to have all. that happen. with no board 
to report it rol 

C(c-;i dy1 though, that fin:t Pentecoo Wa$ 

less ,ig-nitietnr for wh.ac luppmed Ihm tbm 
for whu: Cilme utc:r. Pmtccos:t tnu tk d1ty 
wbm fix re-,l 11.-ork. uf tbe church begm, 
when me Chrinfan people .·u::ceptN cht 
11gend11 of tMir ~nishe-d bUMCS., in rm 
world ;and began to get on with it! ThO!B! 
:fine Cbri$ti;im were ru>t very wcll-fw:nismd 
in u_rrns 0£ ec:cle.siutical appara.ru,1, Their 
org;inization w:.s $Inky, t~ir p:,tity and 
discipline: s.kctchy. Their theologian& WC'tli 

in tyr,,~l disasreem«it, ~nd their mon 
prominent ''lay leaders" wer-e Ananias and 
Sllpphiral 

Even so, that Pentecost was ever thcrc~ 
after memonble is rhe Church's birthday, 

PEruUNS JOUII.NAL 

4/9/2018, 9:41 AM 



Albert C. Outler Papers at Bridwell Library 

2 of2 

:i.s tbe d:ay when Joel's prophecy wa, ful
tilled-wh~ the Holy Spirit would comt1 
and abide as Cod's 1wvermng ptesCnce in du: 
!lli<ht of his Pcopb-.ind thu n:lcinOt;' rf:
fflllincd, even when the rwhing mighty wind 
s:uh<sided to homiletical zephyrs, when glos
solaln, W~5 rckg,1ted to the ma.rguu of 
Chrirti.iQ c:xpeiicnct1, when tho tong-uJl;S of 
fuee gave way to controversy and conllic.t. 
Pentecost is rightly-remembered ;I$ the day 
when the Christwi. dwteh wu 6.und:icd on 
its career in history, for the world. In every 
age, her perfomunce has been scand;iloll$ly 
~ott of h« vi!Jions a.n.d ~m.,--:md her 
plain impenti,;es. And yc-t ilio in every 
age since the ~~ PentetOGt, it is the 
Chrutian church dut Ii.a-, nutted otf the 
crucial difft.rencc bctWceil min'& best bope 
and his genuine despair. 

I know a$ wecll as- a.nyQne tha1 this an
alogy between dµt fim hinhiby and dii, 
one of out& does not apply founqu:are. Ou. 
new church d.oes not represent-a radiQl 
lm:.1k with. our $1:'\'U:U inst h4tnric:s nor i$ 
~e 2 com~k in~ntion w11tacd a 
radioilly new future. Even so, the ami.lDgy 
bftw-ccn tha fine: Penteco5t 3..11(! this one 
could he ttlifying to us; tO(). Tl!is i, the day 
when t~ real work. of Jh, UMC hegms, It 
i.s a day when doon ~tt opened clut hffi:.. 
t.ofo~ Wcl'\! c.umd, wbe.n ~w ~•ibiUtie11 
of reforrn;ttion and rmew:u are lirctally ''at 
hand," 

The «sencc o£ the tvcnc u idf~r:vitfcnt: 
it is the :iceomplimed fact of ~ Unlced 
.Methodist Ch\Jrcb. Where once, scarcdy a 
~r.icion .ago, there< were five churches, 
now rhcrc u on~ Where once: our ditfc:nnccs 
kept us apart-v;•ith different la.oguage, :md 
folkways--now ~y are ovei,comc o.c Qt 

~st contained within a brger c-irde of 
committed fellowship. We lnve been Chris
ti.In hTti:hreo, a£tcr a fashioo,. for the be-t
t.cr pu:r: of twt> centlil'iH-b-ut tefr(rrldtnl 
brethren. Nov ouc memberships and Jnini.~
trics have bee[l mingled wit:b4ut compnr 
mite OT indignity; our ~rate tnditiom 
have l>ccn rublat.td and nude ooe:.. 
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Obviou.sly, :no fan of our '\'entUll! in 
unity is really fmnhcd as yet. Our joy itt 
th;s union ought to be tempered by our re
nwmbr.mce, in love, of those othen of -our 
Chmiim bredu-cn. whom ·we acknowkd,ge 
as sue-b, .nd ye,t fr-0m whom we are still 
$epar:ited. Moxcov¢, Ji& v~OU$ ptm.:tic~l, 
domestic problems posed by our agenda in 
this Conference loom iarg~ and exigent. It 
will n<JI be a debonak fonnight; few of us 
:ltt likely U> be c(>n!XA~ witk d'll: outc-omi:. 
And yet, here w~ artt and th~ i1 our bird1-
{fay. Here we tum II nl?W' p!!ge in modem 
church h"oory--:it1d, just M IDlllJtiltSI is 
excluded from our cclebra.tion. -!IO also u 
cynicwn. 

L4l't m tlwn alik ounelves what this fact 
of a .new church nukes poffible. Wbu v.'ill 
it take t-0 cum d1is beginning into the re
~lit)• of its _pro.mi~ arul of our-hopn? We 
c;:in offer our Ut18nldging gntitude .and 
honor to all those whose roiJ arul 1n~, 
:hitli and lortiru.de haw Jed us to thii oour 
~o long M wc are all ck.., that OOJW of 
their lil.u.reh (and crnain1y none of ours) is 
for restmg t1n. We have much 1:0 be grate
ful for, nothing ro he comp~t 11bout. 
Our joy this day is foretaste: forctute of 
a £unu-c that can be even more cmi.tive 
thw we lu.v~ y~ ducc:l to ask. or think. 

Thlt m.eam tb.1t, ;u we twn mm our 
cenmony of beginnings to the t.uh that 
follow, our foremtnt need is for a vivid 
~ertse of W chutCh we luvl? b!iczt cillcd to 
htl. Ry whn noii:m mill we ~k to tr.ul$

fonn our covenant inro genWJ1e koim:mi1? 
By wlmt princi;pl= .are we willing to be 
guided in ~ :igoma of growth tlur li.c 
.lhe:ld? To wruu heave-.nly vi~on are WC pre
pared to be-obedim~ in the difflw.lr d2ys 
uu:l y~rs tb.li even tl:u:. blit!Ks't optillmt 
can i~? 

One thing is for mrci what has sened 
rill now as our suJw 1111n nle will simply 
11ot suffice for the llpc,oming furore. For all 
its great merits--for 2.ll its saint.:s and 
h~ itmding ord« i, now too ~rly 
p:t«u:cupicd with self-lllllintm.mcc and sur~ 
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viviL The world is in forioos a.nd 2go~ 
toriooil, im:omprdiemible and Un!lUJllgea 
:able. The church is in r.uiical Cr-$$, arul in 
the mroe:s of a profound de.moruixttion, u 
every level: of faith aod order, Jifr and 
work. In suc.b. times, 0ll$1.ftCSS :is usual sim
ply wm B()t get OW' b~ doru,. O11.f owu 
p.ist golden age (d\C'. 19th cenrury)-the 
bey.:u.y of pietism in I pre-ucbmiitd society 
-has fofod. Pronticnmm for romorrow 
must be ;is dynamically ad-4ptive ro the new 
"new world" u our fotd11-wrs w-e:re in 
thru,. 

Tiiere is, of course. a bit of glibnC$$ here 
-for the brute t.ict ill that we Mff no 
dearly viiibl~ alternative w the ,tat,u IJ:llO 

Rady to Jund. :m.ibb.k merely foe our 
c:hok4! 11-nd .ippliation, Fw :ill tlwir ,dvet
ti$ements, 000¢ oi the new n:pcrimcnts in 
celebration of oru- awn bnve new world 
C11J1 hoM1dy be billed .is ,he ihapc of thingt 
to ~e. Nor~ it tht case th.it any of om 
dsttt chnrclic:s have h.td voucluafol tO them 
tho blucprinu for Zion's Ark, ,~ce«a~ 
modcl-tltough .some [ nouhiy the Rom:111 
Catholks} h•ve .m:en:tly expMed themsch-cs 
10 more mu,ive an.d more fruitful sdf
examinatioo th:ui we. 

For lnrdom we hav~ ~ ~ fn:e, from 
the ootdatfd p:m-but it begimc rq look ~ 
if we: have been eoru:lemned to freedom a.s 
wi:ll: condemnt-d co co,nc up with fOl'lle!• 

thing be-tter dun protcsu and complainrs 
ll!ld sdf-rightcom critiewn of Othtr$~ we 
ffl' c.ond~ to rert,onsiblr pfO,PMCY, rr.. 
form and .renewal-«- else: to the fatal oon
kq'Uet.lCC$ of desmictive dw:Mtmt. If, in 
mu new chiw::h 0£ oun. we allt' to ~void 
''clle dinosaur-syndrome" (with its zeal for 
furrushlng !Ater .igis llll aburubno: of (~ 
,il$) or it$ opposite, "the Elijah compl~" 
(wich it.s ~If-pitying 5el!-righteonsness. 
:about (All' minority mw,), we mull lind 
our way forward in conscious concern foe 
the COD0JUU.im 0£ the Christian tradition 
:and history in which we sun.d wlt.h oig 
forefathers: always aw:arc of GQd's hllhlt of 
linking the past and the futUtt by ffl9m of 

the hopeful acts of men in d«i~ve pmcnt 
momenu--like tbi1 Qtre! We •11# )earn to 
disdpline our unigimtions and invcncioru, 
not by our own constrictive biJlitt but by 
God'i open-hearted ffliltldates for his people, 
by pattetru clut will senre our rommr;s lifr 
in the Body of Chris~ 

One vmioo of the style: of the new 
church mat is to be h:1$ alttJarly been en
apmli!~ in II phn..se now famifuir from 
the discws.ions of the Comultation on 
Chul'ch Unfon. It is a !/Ort of motto ch,t 
could qu11Jify u II chart~r for 11uthttttic 
unity .ind effective mission: "We <&tt'.k tO be 
ii. church. truly cidbollc, truly <P1t1gi!licll1, 
uuiy rl'/Q1'wu•J.'' ~ words themselv.es 
are obviously not new; COCU hu no copy
righi; on iliu motto. Its .ri.gnifo::ancc lits in 
its sunu:n.Jltion of thrN asentl.!l dimemiotl$ 
and conurns of in1y company of penioiu 

c;;illing md proffflitig th.tmslllves ChriJti11n. 
Each of the term,, lw; h2d ~ varied history 
of interpretation 11nd misinterpretation; e.u:h 
hu, ~ a fighting word at one time or ,1n
other. It js -0nly when all thne ~ caken 
md held logttbu-each bahmdng :uui ex
plaining the oth"" two-dut we c:tn recog• 
nize their rdevance: :ts goal-points for the 
chu.rc.h wr l&Spirc w be: ClltMlic ,,,J c!VaJl• 

gelical [both, Mt either/or]; c:1tholi.c, 
evangelic.! ffl reformed--m with both 
catholic iimd cvangdkil eonccrtu brought 
undtr perennial re.is~mmt ~d re-fomia
tion in each succe55ive new age. 

Oac of tht- virtue.s of the mortO ii that 
it sugg~ .- rich range of m~ning,, with
out iSpecifying 11ny single oM of them .is 

obliga.toey upon 1111. vrtainly the,-inwrpre
tation I now propose :makes no claim to 
fuuility. My only concern is to i.ntcrcst you 
in u-ying co understand its l'()Wble unport 
for wi in tile UMC and in our effom TO 

s.ha~ her futu11c dudng dloC.Se next two 
weel,.s and the next t"NO decidCJ. 

The b:isic meanmg of the word "atho
lic" u ''whole:' "ulUVOr~~u "1>pc1:1," It re
minds us that true unity .not only 21low-s fot 
diversity. it requirts i.t. 'ICatbolic:'' bu never 
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rightly meant "imiform," "kx:l-ncp," 
"produced by u:rnpbte." It means ''mclu
tiv~--a c:ommu.air:y in which all cbe mein
bcl"$ ••bfkmg" eq\lally and by rig-ht of mem
bership, in which a:ll minitters sh:u-ci cqu:i.Uy 
the basic o.ffi« of reptestntlng the whole 
church, by right of oniination. It mel!JU 
"~n"~ community wh0$e bou11d,vid ttc 
sec hy the Cbrutian wrnthds (the b11r~ 
essentials :at that) in which it ~ b-,1d faith 
for ll.nyottO fo deny !ull m:cmbtr1hip tO any 
othu ,avo by tlli! c:mON of f;.ith in Chritt 
a.rtd the Chris-tfan discipline thai: derives 
from dut oonf~sicin. This rules out ~ dis
tinctions based on l";!CC, ~:,;, cl:m and cul
tun!--.Uld so -al.ro all distinctions lmed on 
putisan emphases on ch.i:s dek;roo,e or t~t. 
thii< form of wor5hip, or th.at, this patwn 
of policy or dut. Ht-re ~ the plain teaching 
of Wesky's sermon on "Catholic Spirit"
a sermon we would ;ill do -.veil tC) J'l."Call :m,d 
to update in tcrm:s thit. might fa: our own 
condition. A church tonntnted and befu.d" 
clJed by :racial ttrife is noc ye.t a-uly <>catho
lic." A <:hutch tli:1t cannot nu1t11ge bu 
globd tU'$ without "coloniu.ism'' or ''.mron
omy" is not yet "'cmly c;itholic." A church 
dut proudly {or h11mhlyl) srts ha own 
poUty 11.nd fo!.k:wtys above tltm(' of odltr 
~hu.rches may be ''united" but she is not 
yec "truly c.itholic.'' A church that opens 
her HICl"altli!nts to all other Chri.swru but 
h hcnl\'I! not ;et eligible !or s!mi'rq; in the 
iacrnmentJ of some of t.be oihen is not yet 
"truly c:atholic." And if the main fault hen: 
liu, .u we may think it. doet, wich othtts. 
fencing lll.f from their sacnmetttJ, this does 
.nor :aker the iax:t th:a.t we have rmly :isbd, 
with appropriate digPity, what i~ m{uircd 
of us, and d~ for the v.illd mingling of 
<iur ®!mbenhips, ministries and. $aCtmR'.nU, 

lt is also tntc that t:he other churcbes :ire 
not folly (::1,d101ic, cither-®d this is the 

'ecumenical tug:cdy!--hut il we ue to joi_n 
them in t:be search for a ~ inclumre, 
integral "utbo/i(:" frllow~I? in Chris~ the 
lust we ~ do is to cOil'l'.lfflit OUl'$Clve$ to 
jun: su.ch il f'diows:hip :in t:hls new dt11rch 
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of ourJ-:and to ope:n our hc:t.rtJ: 11cnd minds 
ro ytt further bold ve-_nture$' in quest of 
Christiui unity. 

But c11.tholkity by iud.£ is not enough. 
The dmrch iS, c:atled to missioo, and her 
mission is both lier l.'l'lffi':ige 11.ttd the demon
stration of du1.t mc.,~go in h<?T cOt'por.tt.e 
life. fur cumi,ge is not hmtlf, ddier-,it 
is her wi~s l'.O tht Cbrislkm Bv'71gel: to 
the i;candal ;incl foUy of Cbriu incarnate., 
Ch.rise: crucified, Chri.sc raum'.!etoo, Chmt 
trnnsfomtllig h\ltl'Qn file and cuhure, Chris1: 
in the world, Christ for the W9t'ld; Chri.rt 
in. ut, our hope of gJoryJ ''fhu1, the cllu.rch 
we 11n eallttl. re,. be must be "rruly ecvange~ 
lic:Jl"----¢ church ab~1~ with a imsion that 
God'$ G01$pel $haU be preachei md helrd 
11nd mpon.ded to in bic:h a.nd hocpe ;tnd love 
by ill who = be reached and inm·ucrc:l 
and gathered into, du: M.lowshjp of God's 
covemnc:ro People. The fu/1,ws-.r of the GO!!• 
pcl embrace, ,Jl human concerns every
where -and alwaysi but the ~(lrt of 1he 
Gospel it 1t;trtlingly $imp.le~ th:11.t God lovl.\S 
you and me 11~d rut men with a very Jpeci:tl 
love and that Jesus Chriff' is the wflic.imt 
proof of this love: to t-\'tc.i:y ~11 who wi.11 
rcccive :rod i:onfni him u Savior and lord. 
The GOJ~l ill ,hr good news dut it i~ God's 
love tint pardons, ~ ~ ttconciles, 
God'$ love that demands that we be folly 
human .i,nd o:,tns up this pc:ttslbilic:y for us, 
God's love tint c111 ~tify +)Ut memorl~ 
and our h<>per. And yet, this nmc Gospel 
:a-lso ttmin<b us. in rvcry hum:m circWI:\• 
11wicc. that our JIUYaci&.n co~ from God'f 
shett unm.erited favor. In no s~ c.:tn ic 
ever he t2r:ned or bought OT wheed.led-ir 
does n<>~ oomc by any merit or de:mwit:, by 
aoy good wocb or bad, by aay cbi.m du.t 
we can bring Oil our own i.iehalf. The word 
«ev:mge1ie1l" is c-011(:emcd abirr" ~l -widt 
11kt fnth that r'1M'J/CS ,~ GMµ! wlx,k
k1rtedly ;mJ ;,, Jr,,.Jt; ir suesses faidi u 
a gift fr<>m God, faith as m~n•s buic re
.spc,.me fa God, faith as the morul foe of ill 
hllmlll priJ-..awJ. )'ct * faith as ti~ loyal 
ally of all true hum:m. dignity. The church 
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1:vangclic::aI is, therefore, r:1di~lly Cb.rist
centered--d~ngaged from any final de
pendi.'llce on ecdlffid:stieal .ippu-atus of 
wh.uevc sort, 5;i;v~ only as h minu:tcu .o 
her .central mission: chat men may r«cive 
God's gift of $a~ing gr.u:c ln Christ .inrl 

lc:\rJ:1 to live: in the world itt mre com• 
munion with the Holy Spirit l1Jld with one 
:mother. ·rh~ church e~gelicil ~ a pro
claiming church-but it is al.so a teaching 
c:bu:rcb, Wemy often pointed outc thu the 
diffcn:ncc-betwCffl l>iJ movement at1d. the 
oth~ually z,:alous io procLunation
W3$ his provision of 1tu:Jtlitt m which con
nru nlJ'Mi ro lellm tbe moning: of t:h~ Gw· 
pel m deJ,tb and in (:()tJcrete lif e-Jit.uJdiQns. 

w~ 'M.l!Ull)(WtS m_d EUB's idike-by pr<>
fession wd fond IDl.?IDOrf---AN gcawfu1 
b..:.in: of t-v1l'lgelica1 fathtts .and bretlueP, 
but wi: c:tn sc:irc:ely bo:11t of h:t•ing folly 
cfaimd rheir le~cy. A church falling l,c. 
hind in the ra~ wirh an aploding :ind 
huddling popw;ition i., not ''truly evange• 
lical." dt$pite iu ~lf-Jtdverti.sements. A 
d1urch that cuun_ts l"Mtr cva:ngeliol harvut 
chiefly in terms of tneml,ers add«! tQ tlie 
rolls is run. tr'llJ.y evangelical. A. church tbc 
vist m'-iofity of who,e ,ncs:!1ben do not; 
really undenc,md rhe gee.at: imms enttiled 
by "the Prorem.ut principle''--God's sov
creigncy, m:iq'$ juuific.:1-tion by faith ;alt,.nc., 
the wit:fi!!$S of the Spirit, tbe life of grace, 
the aud1nricy of the Scripture as the prune 
,t0Ut'te o£ di'l'ine revdacion, cfc:.-such a 
church is not only not t:tuly evangelical. 
,be is, indeed, pan~k.tr in ~ gre:11t~t ~g• 
edy of mcxletn Chrisriuii.cy, t/K 11/,j,:cl fail
t<re of l~ lt'11cbfng church. Here '11\!C are-
Cbr.istiaiu by o:une arul ,ign-org-ani:z.ed to 
the teeth ,md involved in titanic labors of 
~l mrts, :iru:I ya the gcnen.li.ty 0£ our 
p;oplc do IJQt re2lly kMw wlut tbe Chris
tian faith. purport.!; do .noc really beli~e in 
their ltcvu ,vul minds ,i•b:1t they profes, 
widl their lips, and, of those who do, then?' 
are f'l!.w who can give :a ntioi:ul accounting 
of it to thel'l'.Uelvcs .tnd others. The proof of 
mis turns up m every great upbe:.v:ll-

--10 

docmiw, tn0r:a.l, iOCiaL The church evangc•• . 
lica1 mll$t not be doc.trinaire-bu.t sun:ly 
bi!t' people should be ele:ir about: the crueial 
prioritil.'ll bet-ween God .-iud .m;io in tho mys
tery of Qlv:ition. a.nd in die rnterpwe of 
OU!' becoming fully h\.lD1.U\. Wwey and 
Asbury and Otterbein and Albright under• 
st«>d. die$e priorities in lhek day and in 
their ~Una, Tlmsc d11yt and ~ tcnm arc 
not oun-bur the ume task remains: of 
calling all men to the love of G'Od above 
2.11 cl!le :uul 11f all ehc m ao.J. 

And yer, even che heir conc.epuc:ms oi 
''utholieu:y" 2!ld ••evange.lical ~;il" s;ig out 
of a-haJ!!l ~ histo,:y moves the chltl"Ch along 
through time and clttnge. The provisional 
bwom.:5 permanent, erdtiv0 ex.peritnt.nts 
from an t:ltly aae kc:ome Vf!S[ed U1.tcrl:$U 

in. a l:ner one, the p.i-agnuw;. wammt for ,a 

givl!ti polity ~con1e1 dtfimsivc and .elf
maint.iining. Wh,1t once Wu :t $ign of 
"<.iltholic .spirit" b«.ot'lle$ ll! l1eW sectman
ism; wh1u omx was an authentic cnngclical 
concttn bee~ cikified into tlNorits 
•hont ,1,a.gditm that do not get the whole 
Gospel pinched and heard and .ipproprutcd 
for life in die ,ccukr c1cy. And so the 
church, uc:n .u she -1.u to be ttuly cnho
lli: tRld truly evangelical must also -~ uuly 
r~/or,,itd-comt~ndy open to God'i judg. 
menr upcm the insidiow idolatries of evctry 
successful venture, aware of the wa~ of 
,miry hc)•d.1.)"-ll diu.tch eag« to be re• 
formed, re•ru:wcd: to have her spu-it and 
power repristln:atcd. 

,\ c;hurcl1 tn1l:, Rfol.'mro U one tlu.t is 
open, intentionally and on principle, to 
crc:iti"'e change of every !!On (in tcaching, 
dueip1ine .t.nd adnunim·,itwn)--not h2p
bua.cd or reckkss ch:1J1ge, b11t not rimid and 
gnidgi.og, either. The cliu.rc.h rdormed live, 
by die Sa-iptvrcs fol" ~bey :11~ provide. a 
dee"ive apped to the ~nnitutivc tradition 
of Chrin with.out cm. dead-hffld of tndi• 
tionali-mt; the Sc:riptut\'S wne provides fot 
r.uiica.l,. m;n;:b~ c:h:mge without the gwu 
a.nd sh.lllows of hum.m ingMuity. Their 
zuthority doe:s. 11ot rest upw ~ l~ter nor 
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yci: with ,my arcrne o:r coterie interpttution 
-but nther upon tlw pllhlic $ensc of the 
te.xu and th.cit orq;inid intentions, enriched 
by che wis<lOll"l of the uaching church 
through all the igts, $ifard by the canons of 
critic.tl rg$Qn ,11nd vjul Cbristi:ln experi
ence in rb! modern world, 

But the church refoimed is :rlso under 
the judgment of the fotur¢. Th~ Cl'.dtttto

ll)gic11l oricnt:idon of f.uth js forever. de
manding tlut the old be comtantly re
cicamined and ~-conscituted-Jlw1ys with 
a.n rye t'O d~ vrgi:nt, the necclful, the effec
tive, The refonning spirit calh fOf' ,elf
euminatic;m without self-jusci6e:i:tion, ist;lf
c:riticism withoot ,self-loathing, croitivt' 
ducontcnt rooted in the com,•iction chat the 
good iJ the enemy of too be5t. 

It may ~ to some ;i mite: uruearon:tb!e 
to s:uggest th:it tht U:MC needs to ukc con
icious, W"gent thought of ocing <>r bei:om
ing "truly reformed," j11Jt nmul We ISte ; 
church re-fomied: ·wh.at with our new Pbn 
:m<i our MWer Report and with 1 O Jru)re 
d3y$ to pu.U and haul away at their discU$~ 
siou., ;1m;11dmont and :idoption, Surely Ibis 
i..~ unough for the pr'C5Cnt moment. Well, 
ye-s--s-in a way-but th:it's p.irdy my 
poinc. This Plan ;rnd the Rcpo.t in the form 
in which t.hccy will Jtand w~n we :uljOlUD 
will doubtl= be the very hHt we ~ do, 
under a# the circumsunces, etc., etc. Bu.t 
for how long will tb~t be good ct~"gb? The 
:1?1S"Wl!f': not mucli ~yond d1e muks being 
printed ill the oe:w Discipline. Wherefore. 
nrnu is the time, a11 at that tint Pentcco,;t, 
for young mll'n to i,,ee vis-ibru and for old 
men to di:nm tire.um-visions and dre:uru 
that ask mo.re of the Methodist people: r~n 
we ha:n l!Vcr a.s\cd befo~. visions and 
dreams that offer a richer, fuller ll!c for ill 
God's People~ vuiom 2t1d dlellm:s that see 
dlis "new•· church n--newetf yet :tgain and 
:.g:un, nae only "in the Spirit" but in her 
strueture3. £u11-ctions, folkways-. 

This 1s nor a pro~al, not even indirectly, 
for any !pecific ~fonn-youn or min~ or 
anybody ehc's. It is, however, an opeu ad-
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ivocacy of the idea; of tefonn .ind of "the 
Protest:tnt principle'' of ,Irmp~ rrffYlm.tmd1, 
Whcta more of us get 11cc~st:omed to the 
notion that this new church oi ours cm 
be re-made for yet mo-re effective mission, 
for $Ull more autbcni,ic dW1ocncv 11nd local 
initfadve, for still more efficient; adventur
ow l=detshi~nd that all this c411 be 
done md sbm1/J he d1mt' fotthW'ith!-th,m 
the pooled wbdom of our fdlowship will 
surelr be enabled to proye that r;i.tion.ll, re
spomiblc change is a far mo,re-bithfol p;it 8 

rem of obc:dxnc.c to Chris r thmn d1ci mote 
~oted immobillnn c.1n ever be. 

Thii, {hen. t~ our bi.nhd:iy..- day m 
~ld:,r;ue, a d.1:y to ~ber, 11 dny for 
high hopc:s and renewed comm.itn"¢nt5. This 
is a day whe.n the eyes of the whole Chrisc
tian. community are i!)(;u~d on \l:t ,1nd 
especi.llly thruc of our Methodin bretliren in 
Britain who are wir.h U$ ben: in spirit. This 
ii the day that r.he lord ha$ madv. l.et us 
rl'nlty rejoice ind be glad in it-gki for the 
new eki~ God now give! us: t:() be ;i 

ch#rcb united in ord'rr to br: 11ttitmg, 11 
clntrcb Jl't'pmt11nl i1' <n·d(!r lo I>!! 11 ch:urcb 
T"dtr,•Pli'lli:, " clYuuh ~Jlt:,f()rtP~ m o,,Jer fo 
manifest God's triu.mphimt ,gony for m.n
khlJ. 

i iU ~ of mcm slu.111~. Im love 
And follow wl1rrc bis feet hitve trod 
Tilt glori()ll$ (c,om I.he heavens above 
Sh.ill come the city of out God! 

Let us pny: 
0 GoJ .ol uncha11ge;1ble power 3Jld 

eternal light, look fa.volll\lbly on thy 
whole Clum:.h, d~t wond<t:rfw rod 
m:red mys.rery; and, by rhe tnnquil 
operation of thy pe,rpctuai prov.ilknce, 
arry out tbo work of m:ui's !111.lvntion; 
stld kt t.he whole WCltl<l fc:J rnd .see 
tbat rhings whi.ch were cast down a.re 
being raised up, tkit tb05c things which 
lad grown o!d an- being made new. 
md t.hit :ill things ue ftturniJlg to 
perfr>ctibn, tbrou5h him from whom 
they took. their &tigin, eve11. Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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