Open Letter: Stop the Persecution of the Korean Church

(Via email transmission)
April 29,2021

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

California Pacific Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
110 S. Euclid Avenue Pasadena, CA 91101

Phone: 626-568-7300

Email: bishop@calpacumc.org

Dear Bishop Grant Hagiya:

This letter is tendered in the hope that it would receive your kind understanding and
consideration.

My name is Stuart Ahn, and I am the President of the Korean United Methodist Church Laity
Network in the United States. O Network has five regional Vice Chairs, representing about
40,000 Korean lay members across the United States.

I am writing this letter on behalf of the council members of the Korean UMC Laity Network.
This is to inform you of our great concerns following the recent notification of discontinuance of
appointment of senior pastors of the Korean Churches that transpired in the California Pacific
Annual Conference.

On Wednesday, April 21st, the Bishop of the Cal-Pac Conference notified the removal of the
three Korean church pastors, after June 30™, 2021. The problematic reason is that “they have
been inciting the neighboring churches and pastors to leave the denomination and not abiding by
the course of our conference set by the Bishop.”

Even during these difficult times of COVID 19 Pandemic, the Korean church and its pastors
have been faithfully fulfilling our ministry without skipping a day. From Online worship to new
ministries, community serving Food Bank ministry, the 40 days of early morning prayer services,
and the launch of an online lay training program which have been amazing. Where is the
Bishop's encouragement and consideration for the pastors that have faithfully served the church
and maintained the solidarity of The United Methodist Church during the pandemic? Rather than
supporting and encouraging them, the Bishop is leading the Korean churches into an unnecessary



conflict and chaos by punitively appointing Korean church pastors who have held traditional
positions. Where is the Bishop’s leadership toward the faithful Korean churches in this shocking,
unilateral and biased decision?

We do all know that pastors come and go. We do all understand that. And that is especially true
in The United Methodist Church with the system of itinerancy. With all due respect, we
recognize the authority of the Bishop over the appointment of pastors to the local churches, but
not in this way, not for this reason, and not now.

Over the years, Bishop Hagiya has been personally and officially stating that we can coexist
regardless of our differences in the theological positions, cultures, and traditions by respecting
one another. You are aware of the theological position of many Korean churches, laity, and the
pastors in the Cal-Pac Conference which is a traditional position. However, you have accused the
three pastors of encouraging and recruiting members and other churches to leave The United
Methodist Church. We, the laity, can tell you clearly, that is absolutely and positively false. In
addition, the conference leadership ignored the Book of Discipline and the decision to
discontinue the appointment for not following the course set by the Bishop is a failure to comply
with the procedures. Moreover, this is a baseless punitive action, taking the Korean church
lightly, and an insult to the entire Korean churches.

Removing Korean church pastors without prior consultation is a result of a failure to comply
with the procedures in accordance with the Book of Discipline. This action is far from fairness
and justice toward minority churches and Asian minority churches the Bishops has harped on
over the years.

The notification of discontinuance, especially targeting the three influential Korean churches in
the Cal-Pac Conference, is a racist action towards the Korean immigrant church. This chaos is
causing great and irrecoverable damage to the church, and the action which the Bishop should
have never taken. Please withdraw this unjust decision immediately.

We are a racial minority and also a minority in upholding what the Book of Discipline stands for,
which is in line with the Bible. It is not only undermining the integrity of the Korean churches,
but also harming it.

The pastors of the Korean church have carried out their responsibility of helping the laity
understand the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and the Bible in the midst of
the chaotic issue of Human Sexuality. This decision not only violates the amicable spirit of the
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation (which upholds “being upheld in
abeyance” meaning neither side will face repercussions until the decision to separate gets



approved at the General Conference), but also damages the Korean church that has a different
theological view than the Bishop.

We’re also paying attention to the fact that Rev. Jae Duk Lew, Chair of Korean National Caucus
of The UMC and the Pastor of Valley Korean United Methodist Church, Rev. Sunghyun
Jonathan Lee, former Chair of Korean National Caucus of The UMC and the Pastor of Korean
United Methodist Church of San Diego, and Rev. Nak-in Kim, Chair of Korean Caucus at Cal-
Pac Annual Conference of The UMC and the Pastor of Bell Memorial United Methodist Church
were notified of their removals on the same day. This is clear evidence that the Cal-Pac
Conference is targeting and persecuting the Korean Church community. This is a punitive
appointment towards the Korean Churches that has a traditional theological position. The
Bishop’s action is a testament to ignoring the Korean American United Methodist Church
community across the country.

We do know that pastors are servants of the Lord who have been called and answered the call to
our God. It is our sentiment that these clergy members are anointed, subjects of respect, and to be
protected. Bishop, if any one of us or our community is insulted, or our core values are attacked,
you should know that we will never take such insults cast upon us lightly. The decision to
remove the pastors is a misuse of power by the powerful person like you while ignoring the
Korean churches and insulting the faithful heart of the Korean UMC laity members. Such actions
by the leaders of the denomination will only solidify us and begin a holy resistance to overcome
the persecution of faith.

We do not want this kind of conflict. Thus, we’ve been minding our own business. But what are
we supposed to do when you pick on us, who are the ethnic church and racial minority, in such a
rude and ruthless way? However, if through this we can protect our faith, what we believe, then
this will be our mission.

Problems with this decision:

1) This decision is an unrighteous and blatant persecution against the Korean church that
complies with the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church by the cabinet that does
not comply with the Book of Disciple and the Bishop whose term was already expired.

2) It is an undemocratic argument that all churches and pastors must unconditionally agree to the
course of action the Bishop mapped out for the Annual Conference.

3) The notification of discontinuance of appointment is institutional racism shown by the
denomination targeting the Korean churches, and this is the concrete evidence of Asian racial
discrimination.



4) The Bishop and the cabinet of the Cal-Pac conference committed a faithless act and violated
the spirit of our denomination which supports mutual respect and reconciliation.

Qur position:
1. The Cal-Pac Annual Conference and The United Methodist Church Bishop and leaders, please
immediately stop the unrighteous persecution against the Korean church.

2. The Cal-Pac Annual Conference and the United Methodist Bishops should immediately stop
the racially motivated malpractice of administrative actions against the Korean churches and the
Asian minority churches.

3. The Bishops of The United Methodist Church and the Cal-Pac Annual Conference should
respect the traditional view of faith in the Korean churches.

4. We request that the Cal-Pac Annual Conference and the United Methodist Bishops postpone
the appointment of pastors in light of the delayed the General Conference.

5. Please withdraw the discontinuance notice which had no consultation process with the SPRC
as set by the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church.

6. If you do not respond to the plea of the Korean United Methodist Church Laity Network, we
would like to inform you that we will not avoid taking the legal action against the Bishop, the
superintendent, and the Annual Conference who are violating the Book of Discipline clearly.

Thank you for listening to us, and making an effort to understand us.

Peace and Grace to you from our LORD Jesus Christ.

Sincerely yours, Wé&/\

¥
Stuart Sung Ju Ahn (Los Angeles KUMC)
President, Korean UMC Laity Network

Jeonggwan Choi, (La Palma KUMC) W] Chair of Korean UMC Network

Yongjung Yun, (KUMC of Detroit) NCJ Chair of Korean UMC Network

ChulHyun Hwang, (Dallas Central KUMC) SCJ Chair of Korean UMC Network
Kwanho Choi, (Korean Community Church of NJ} NEJ Chair of Korean UMC Network
YoungRae Yoo, (KUMC of Southern FL) SEJ Chair of Korean UMC Network
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(Via email transmission)

April 29, 2021

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

California Pacific Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church

110 S. Euclid Avenue Pasadena, CA 91101

Phone: 626-568-7300

Email: bishop@calpacumc.org
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